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CHAVES, RESENDEZ &  RIVERO , L .L .P. 
has a proven record of success. Combined 

with the firmôs long-standing reputation for 

honesty, fairness and integrity, Chaves, 

Resendez & Rivero, L.L.P. stands ready to 

represent your interests in all of South and 

Central Texas.  The firm attracts clients 

and co-counsel from all over the country, 

and has brought together the attorneys and 

support staff needed to handle complex and 

difficult cases.  ñThe driving principle 

behind everything we do is to provide our 

clients with effective and efficient legal 

representation with the professionalism 

that our clients expect from their litigation 

team.ò 

 

Civil Trial and Appellat e Practice in State and Federal Courts 
Personal Injury and Products Liability Claims, Environmental and Toxic Torts, 

Medical and Professional Malpractice, Healthcare Liability Claims, 
Employment and Labor Law, and Commercial Litigation 



CHAVES, RESENDEZ &  RIVERO, L.L.P. 
 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW  
 

DOUGLAS E. CHAVES *  À 
JOEL CRUZ RESENDEZ 
OMAR S. RIVERO 
RENE L. OBREGON 
AIDAN PERALES 
 
*  BOARD CERTIFIED PERSONAL INJURY TRIAL LAW  
 TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL SPECIALIZATION  
 
À ALSO ADMITTED IN CALIFORNIA  
 
 

 

FROST BANK PLAZA  
802 N. CARANCAHUA , SUITE 2100 
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS  78470 

 
361-884-5400 VOICE 

361-884-5401 FACSIMILE 
 

ROXANA I. STEVENS 

_______ 
 

OF COUNSEL 

   JAMES W.  W RAY, JR. 

 
 

 

 

We hope you will find our Firm Resume helpful in getting to know us better and perhaps giving you an 

insight into our personalities. 
  

We recognize that selecting a law firm to handle your business is one of the most important decisions you 

will ever make on behalf of your company.  We are also keenly aware that the process of selecting the right law firm 

is often made more difficult by slick promotional material.  We do not want our resume to fall into that category. 
  

We make the following commitments to you to simplify your decision making: 
  

1. We are an honest firm.  We believe candor is the cornerstone to any relationship.  Our integrity is built on 

an open dialogue with our clients to fulfill their individual needs.  This candor extends not only to the 

handling of your legal needs; but also, honesty in the way a file is billed.  
2. We are experienced.  Our attorneys have practiced together for over 25 years.   After conferring with our 

client, we provide an initial evaluation and litigation plan and follow through.  We do not change our 

evaluations the month before trial.  We have the reputation among our judges and opposing counsel to 

support our positions both in settlement discussions and trial.  We are not afraid to try a lawsuit.  
3. We are local.  All of our attorneys grew up in South Texas.  We know our community and our community 

knows us.  We do not have to introduce ourselves to our judges.  Most of the judges are known both on a 

professional and personal level, some of them have been formerly associated with our firm and all of them 

know who we are by virtue of our presence in the community.  
4. We enjoy working with each other.  We like practicing law.  We believe a lawyer will be a much better 

advocate if he or she enjoys what they are doing.  We take the practice of law seriously but we also 

recognize that family and a personal life are just as important.  
5. We recognize you do not have to be a large law firm to have quality representation.  A review of our 

resume will reflect the various honors and memberships that have been bestowed upon us; however, our 

biggest pride is that almost all of our business comes from our reputation of providing quality 

representation.  
  

Finally, we recognize that we do not have a monopoly on good lawyers.  There are many fine lawyers in our 

community.  We do not believe that getting more business translates into denigrating other lawyers.  
  

We invite you to call any of us directly should you have any questions. 
  
 Yours very truly, 
  
____________________________________  _____________________________________  

Douglas E. Chaves     Joel C. Resendez 

 

____________________________________   _____________________________________ 

Omar S. Rivero      Rene L. Obregon    

 

____________________________________  _____________________________________ 

Aidan Perales      James W. Wray 

 

____________________________________ 

Roxana I. Stevens 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REPRESENTATIVE CLIENT LIST  
 

ACE USA; Albertsonôs; Allstate Insurance Company; AT&T Texas; A.W. Chesterton 

Company; Bay, LTD; Berkshire Hathaway, Inc. and its group of insurance companies; 

CITGO; CNA - Columbia Casualty Company; The Doctors Company; ESIS; GE ERC; 

Firemanôs Fund Insurance Group; Hartford Insurance Company; HealthPrime, Inc.; H.E. 

Butt Grocery Company; K & K Insurance; Liberty Mutual; Metropolitan Life Insurance; 

Occidental Chemical Corporation; Professional Claims Managers, Inc.; Sompo Japan 

Insurance Company; Swetnam Insurance Services; SWISSRE; Transamerica Insurance 

Group; United Rentals, Inc.; Volkswagen of American, Inc.; Wells Fargo Bank; Westport 

Insurance; Zachry Construction Corporation; and Zurich American Insurance Company 
 



 
 
 
 
DOUGLAS E. CHAVES 

 
Position: Partner 

Contact: dchaves@crrlawfirm.com  

(361) 884-5400 

 

Born and raised in Corpus Christi, Mr. 

Chaves returned to Corpus Christi 

immediately after law school to begin his 

practice in 1977; and has stayed in South 

Texas ever since.  Board certified in personal injury trial law, Doug has been invited to join and is 

a member of numerous societies and organizations including the American College of Trial 

Lawyers and the American Board of Trial Advocates. After successfully trying to jury verdict a 

class action lawsuit involving over 9,000 plaintiffs, Doug has been recognized as one of the few 

lawyers in the State of Texas capable of handling class action and mass tort litigation. Besides the 

law, his real passion is flying and spending time fishing with his wife, Shannon.  

 

Practice Areas: Personal Injury; Products Liability; Environmental and Toxic Torts; Professional 

and Medical Malpractice; Commercial Litigation. 

 

Admissions: Admitted to Texas bar, 1977; admitted to California bar, 2003; U.S. District Court, 

Western District of Texas; Southern District of Texas; U.S. District Court for the Northern District 

of California and the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals; U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit; U.S. 

Supreme Court. 

 

Education: University of Texas (J.D., 1977), University of Houston (B.A., 1973) 

 

Membership/Associations: Fellow, American College of Trial Lawyers; Advocate, American 

Board of Trial Advocacy; Master of the Bench - American Inns of Court; Texas International Law 

Journal, 1975-1977. (Board Certified, Personal Injury Trial Law, Texas Board of Legal 

Specialization); Corpus Christi and American Bar Associations; State Bar of Texas; Texas 

Association of Defense Counsel. 

mailto:dchaves@crrlawfirm.com


 
 
 
 
JOEL CRUZ RESENDEZ  

 
Position: Partner 

Contact: jresendez@crrlawfirm.com 

(361) 884-5400 

 

Mr. Resendez, a native of Corpus Christi, has been 

practicing law since 1985.  He operated the Cigna 

Insurance Companyôs Corpus Christi Field 

Litigation office for five years before entering 

private practice with Douglas E. Chaves and a 

group of Corpus Christi attorneys.  Since then, he 

and his other partners have launched a new law 

firm where he continues to concentrate his practice 

in the area of civil defense litigation.  His defense 

of clients has allowed him to litigate cases 

throughout the State of Texas from Tyler to 

Houston and down to the Rio Grande Valley.  He has authored instructional materials and presented 

seminars to nursing home staff and administrators in several states.  He has also presented 

continuing education courses for Texas insurance adjusters.  He has been a participating pro bono 

attorney in the Volunteer Lawyers Project since July 1992.  Joel and his wife Linda are the proud 

parents of three very active youngsters Joel-Jose, Esteban and Pilar. 

 

Practice Areas:  Medical Malpractice; Product Liability; Premise Liability; Fraud; Breach of 

Contract; Bad Faith; Error and Omissions (E&O); Personal Injury; and 18-wheeler Personal Injury. 

 

Admissions: 1985, State Bar of Texas; U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit; U.S. District Court, 

Southern District of Texas; Eastern District of Texas. 

 

Education: University of Houston (J.D., 1985), University of Texas (B.A., 1981). Social Fraternity, 

Lambda Chi Alpha. 

 

Membership/Associations:  State Bar of Texas; Texas Association of Defense Counsel; Corpus 

Christi Bar Association; Mexican-American Bar Association of Corpus Christi; Coastal Bend Bar 

Association; Defense Research Institute; The National Association of Minority & Women Owned 

Law Firms. 

mailto:jresendez@crrlawfirm.com


 
 
 
 
OMAR S. RIVERO  

 
Position: Partner 

Contact: orivero@crr1awfirm.com 

(361) 884-5400 

 

Mr. Rivero was born in Cuba. He and his 

family moved to the United States in 1963. He 

has been practicing law since 1986, primarily 

focused in the areas of personal injury and 

commercial trial work.  In addition, he also 

served as president of an investment advisory 

firm from 1997 through 2002, as well as a 

member of the board of directors of a 

commercial builder from 1998 through 2000.  

Mr. Rivero is a proud parent of four children.  

He is active in water and mountain sports. 

 

Practice Areas: Personal Injury and Commercial trial work. 

 

Admissions: 1986 Texas; U.S. District Court, Southern District of Texas; U.S. Supreme Court. 

 

Education: South Texas College of Law (J.D., 1986), Texas A&M University (B.A., 1980). 

 

Membership/Associations: Corpus Christi Bar Association; State Bar of Texas; American 

Association for Justice. 

mailto:orivero@crr1awfirm.com


 
 
 
 

RENE L. OBREGON  

 
Position: Partner  

Contact: robregon@crrlawfirm.com  

(361)884-5400 

 

Mr. Obregon is a native of Corpus 

Christi who returned to the City in 

2001 to practice law and raise a 

family with his wife, Danice.  His 

practice focuses upon complex 

commercial litigation and 

catastrophic personal injury lawsuits.  He is an active author and speaker at litigation seminars 

throughout the State and has been selected as a Texas Super Lawyers ï Rising Star.  He has been a 

participating pro bono attorney in the Volunteer Lawyerôs Project since 2001.  When away from the 

office, Rene enjoys sports, traveling and chasing after his two children Mia and Max.   

 

Practice Areas: Personal Injury; Commercial Litigation; Products Liability; Environmental and 

Toxic Torts; Professional and Medical Malpractice. 

 

Admissions: Admitted to bar, 1998, Texas, also admitted to practice before the U.S. District Court, 

Northern, Southern and Eastern Districts of Texas. 

 

Education:  University of Houston (J.D., 1998), University of Texas at Austin (B.B.A., 1994). 

 

Membership/Associations: Corpus Christi Bar Association; Corpus Christi Young Lawyers 

Association; State Bar of Texas; Order of the Barristers; American Bar Association; The National 

Association of Minority & Women Owned Law Firms. 

mailto:robregon@crrlawfirm.com


 

 

 

 
 
AIDAN PERALES 
 

Position: Partner 

Contact: aperales@crrlawfirm.com 

(361) 884-5400 

 

Mr. Perales focuses his practice primarily on personal injury, products liability and toxic tort 

litigation.  He is a native of Corpus Christi and has enjoyed practicing law in his hometown since 

August of 2000.  When away from the office, Aidan also takes pleasure in playing soccer and 

music.   

 

Practice Areas: Personal Injury; Products Liability; Environmental and Toxic Torts; Professional 

and Medical Malpractice; Commercial Litigation. 

 

Admissions: Admitted to bar, 2000, Texas; U.S. Court of Appeals Fifth Circuit; U.S. District Court  

Southern District of Texas; Western District of Texas. 

 

Education:  Texas Tech University School of Law (J.D., 2000), St. Mary's University (B.A., cum 

laude, 1997). 

 

Membership/Associations: Corpus Christi Bar Association; State Bar of Texas; Corpus Christi 

Young Lawyers Association. (Board Member 2002-2004). 

mailto:aperales@crrlawfirm.com


 



 
 
 
 
JAMES W. WRAY, JR. 

 
Position: Of Counsel  

Contact: jwray@crrlawfirm.com 

(361) 884-5400 

 

Mr. Wray has practiced law in Corpus 

Christi since 1948. In 1953 he joined 

the firm of Lewright, Dyer, Sorrell & 

Redford and practiced with that firm 

and its successor firms until 1996 when 

he became "Of Counsel" to Chaves, 

Resendez & Rivero. He is a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers and has been 

President of the Nueces County Bar Association, a Director of the State Bar of Texas and a Trustee 

of the Texas Bar Foundation. He has two daughters and five grandchildren. Mr. Wray enjoys 

practicing law, reading and fishing. 

 

Admissions: Admitted to bar, 1947, Texas; also admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme 

Court; U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit; U.S. District Court, Southern and Western Districts of 

Texas. 

 

Education: Baylor University (B.A., 1943, L.L.B., 1947). Instructor, Baylor Law School (1947-

1948). 

 

Membership/Associations: Corpus Christi Bar Association, (President, 1956-1957); State Bar of 

Texas (Director, 11th District 1978-1981); American Bar Association; Sustaining Life Fellow, 

Texas Bar Foundation (Trustee 1981-1984); Fellow, American Bar Foundation; International 

Association of Defense Counsel; Texas Association of Defense Counsel; Fellow, American College 

of Trial Lawyers. Civil, Tort, Insurance, Trial, Appellate and Mediation Practice. 

 

 

mailto:jwray@crrlawfirm.com


 
 

 
 
ROXANA I.  STEVENS  

 
Position:  Member 

Contact: rstevens@crrlawfirm.com 

(361) 884-5400 

 

Mrs. Stevens initially practiced law in San Antonio, Texas before returning to South Texas.  She 

was born in Corpus Christi, Texas and raised in the small town of Alice, Jim Wells County, Texas. 

Roxana has enjoyed practicing law in Corpus Christi since 2003 where she has focused on civil 

litigation involving personal injuries, toxic torts, business and commercial matters.  She takes 

pleasure in spending time with her husband Aaron and daughter Averly and enjoying activities 

such as fishing, golfing, and traveling.   

 

Practice Areas:  Personal Injury; Premises Liability; Products Liability; Environmental and Toxic 

Torts; Professional and Medical Malpractice; Business Litigation; Commercial Litigation. 

 

Admissions: Admitted to State Bar of Texas, 2002; Admitted to the United States District Court, 

Southern District of Texas.   

 

Education: St. Maryôs University (B.B.A. 1998, J.D. 2002). 

 

Membership/Associations: Corpus Christi Bar Association; Coastal Bend Womenôs Law 

Association ï Board of Directors; Corpus Christi Young Lawyers Association; State Bar of Texas; 

American Bar Association; American Association for Justice. 
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Civil Trial and Appellate Practice in State and Federal Courts 
Personal Injury and Products Liability Claims, Environmental and Toxic Torts, 

Medical and Professional Malpractice, Healthcare Liability Claims, 
Employment and Labor Law, and Commercial Litigation 
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Frost Bank Plaza 

802 N. Carancahua, Suite 2100 

Corpus Christi, Texas  78470 

(361) 884-5400 (Voice) 

(361) 884-5401 (Facsimile) 

www.crrlawfirm.com  


